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2. YRASHAISEH, YRASHAISEH,
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1. fTol, MiaEue, SRS
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1. A: T 9 et g, Seamaee, s faverd, 9. 17
2. qufy TenEfr:, e, dAmel favare, 9. 16
3. @, sAMel fovar
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geUTHE e, foamed g ANieR ety wem: |

faqmma roTaem, W gl fagmos gad adereEEr:,
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1. faqmaes, =gen, 9. 61, dAmel favdre
2. I, A1 Y. 89, MGl favara
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1. ST, FqUUl, 9. 30, SR faward
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3. &I, I fagera
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TeehTERI ot Tifd 8 TIRERIN: YT, YA Foll e | el
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2. TNERTHY (FAEIE), THE FHR 6

3. qAH - 31, TSP UL, LT,
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4 1931 913
5 1941 907
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i 2001 962
12 2011 963
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foren wmfsen iR enfeier o &1 qoyd ge® 81 9Rd Th
foepaeiier T2 21 39 fawmmer g-9nT aret T2 § f3en w1 yore ffR-oR &
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11 S 70.98 78.21
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o 60.26 70.70

HIA-ST0AT, §9 2001, 2011

ST AR ¥ T B @ foR o9 H @9 2001 T e @ 2011
¥ grerar wfae & sifae 9fs &8 {1 TR TH@ HROT WeRal HrEHal
o gfg, Afcensti o foren o ufd Smewar don =afed fovie &t agedt
TS de o ?1 9% O € foh Tow o Wierdr TUR 5O sl
o ThoRa®y Higel Gieral fav o orven 9 sifues 9fg g @1 gEife
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Sanskrit the most suitable language for natural
language processing

-Shri Pankaj Kotiyal

Abstract

The goal of natural language processing (NLP) is to build computational
models of natural language for its analysis and generation. First, there is a
technological motivation of building intelligent computer system such as machine
translation system, natural language interface to databases, and man-machine
interface to computers in general, speech understanding systems, text analysis
and understanding systems, computer aided instruction systems, systems that
read and understand printed or handwritten text. Second, there is ac cognitive
and linguistic motivation to gain a better in-sight into how human communicate
using natural language (NL).

Introduction

Parsing is the process of analyzing a string of symbols either in natural
language or computer languages according to the rule of formal grammar.
Determine the functions of words in the input sentence. Getting an efficient and
unambiguous parse of natural languages has been a subject of wide interest in
the field of artificial intelligence. The computational grammar described here
takes the concept of vibhakti and karaka relations from Panini framework and
uses them to get an efficient parse for Sanskrit Text.

Vibhakti guides for making sentence in Sanskrit and there are seven
kinds of vibhakti. Vibhakti also provides information on respective karaka.

These seven vibhkti’s are :

»  Prathama (Nominative) - To address nouns (proper/common)
Example-Ram eats a fruit.

»  Dyitiya (Accusative) - The accusative part of the sentence is
generally the object on which the action is being performed.
Example-Ram gives the book.

»  Tritiya (Instrumental) - It denotes the instrument with which
the action is being performed. Example-Ram writes with a pen.

( 119 )
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»  Chaturthi (Dative) - This case denotes the object for which the
object is being performed. Example- Ram works for his children.

»  Panchami (Ablative) - It expresses the point of separation of
the object. Example- Ram fell from the chariot.

»  Shhashhthi (Possessive) - The word declined in the genitive
case is the possessor of the object. Example - Ram’s house is
made of bricks.

»  saptami (Locative) - It signifies the location of the object.
Example-Ram is sitting on the floor.

>  Sambodhana(Denominative) - This case is used to address a
person or an object. Example- Oh Ram! Please help us

. Karaka approach helps in generating grammatical relationship of
nouns and pronouns to other words in a sentence.

Natural Language Processing

Natural language processing is the sub field of artificial intelligence
devoted to make computers understand statements or word written or spoken
in human language. The field of Natural Language Processing (NLP) involves
making computers to perform useful tasks using languages used by humans.
The two major parts of natural language processing include natural language
understanding at the input side and the natural language generation at the output
side. In natural language processing input and output could be text or speech.
Natural language understanding involves

»  Mapping the given input in natural language into useful
representation.

»  Analysing different aspects of the language.

Natural Language Generation Involves

»  Text planning-It includes retrieving relevant content from
knowledge base.

»  Sentence planning- It includes required word and forming
meaningful phrases.
Application of Natural Language Processing

Natural language processing provides a better human-computer interface
that could aid artificial intelligence systems to pervade more efficiently into the
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present day applications like:

»  Natural language processing system for blind people to interact
with computers with speech input.

»  The chair of Stephan hawking which converts text into speech.

»  The translation program that could translate from one human
language to another.

» A program which checks for grammatical errors in a given text.

Ambiguities in Natural Language Processing

Ambiguity refers to the property of words or sentences having more
than one meaning or being interpreted in more than one way. Most of the
natural languages are ambiguous, rendering computers unable to extract the
appropriate interpretation of the input language in some situations. This is a
unique feature of Sanskrit language which is not supported by most of the
languages creating confusion while processing dual and plural. A comparison
study between the given four languages is presented below:

1. French
> Singular Case: chez le garcon- in the boy
> Dual Case: entre les garcons - between the boys
> Plural Case: parmi les garcons - among the boys
2. Spanish
> Singular Case: en el nino - in the boy
> Dual Case: entre los chicos - between the boys
> Plural Case: entre los chicos - among the boys
3. English
> Singular Case: in the boy
> Dual Case: between the boys
> Plural Case: among the boys
4. Sanskrit
> Singular Case: baalkey (in the boy)

> Dual Case: baalkayo: (between the boys)
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> Plural Case: baalkeshu (among the boys)

Thus we can see that only in Sanskrit there is a clear difference between
dual and plural case and thus we can get an error free NLP, whereas in other
languages even the human mind can get confused between dual and plural
case.

Sanskrit for Natural Language Processing

Sanskrit is one of the very few languages which has formal defined
grammar. The learning of this language starts with understanding of the
fundamental rules and norms which are to be abided by unlike other natural
languages which are learnt in due course by continual communication. The
grammatical “Treatise” ‘Ashtadhyayi’ with 3959 sutras (formulae or rules)
composed by the ancient grammarian Maharshri Panini is referred to by many
scholars as the crude form of coded efficient language. This language has a
rich and often rigid declension of noun indicating their relationship to each
other in sentences and this makes the language more conducive to be
approximated to a semantic net model used in artificial intelligence system.

Sanskrit’s Association with Programming Language

Sanskrit, with all its vibhakti’s and grammatical rules can be more or
less approximated to a programming language with classes and objects. All
the words that are used to make a sentence in Sanskrit are fundamentally
properties when appended with a proper case these words can be treated as
object.

Consider an example, “Sadhujanahpoojitavyahdevahkhaluprithivyaam”

Meaning: The good one worshipped who is indeed a God on earth.
Here, ‘saadhujana’ is the property of being good, ‘poojitavya’ is the property
of worshipping, and ‘deva’ is the divine property. When declined in the
nominative case, all the three words act as pointers to one common object i.e.
words declined in the same case behave as pointers to a single object. In this
case, the object may be a person whose attributes (properties) are being good,
worthy of worship and of godly stature.

A Standard Method for Analyzing Sanskrit Text

For every word in a given sentence, machine/computer is supposed to
identify the word in following structure.
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Word

Given a sentence, the parser identifies a singular word and processes it
using the guidelines laid out in this section. If it is a compound word, then the
compound word is breakdown in to two part for e.g. vidhyalaya = vidhya +
alaya
Base

The base is the original, uninflected form of the word. For Simple words:
The computer Activates the DFA on the ISCII code (ISCII, 1999) of the
Sanskrit text. For compound words: The Computer shows the nesting of internal
and external samas using nested parentheses. Undo sandhi changes be-tween
the component words.
Form

It contains the information about the words like verbs or action to be
performed

»  Forundeclined words, just write u in this col-umn.

»  Fornouns, write first m, f or n to indicate the gender, followed by
anumber for the case (1 through 7, or 8 for vocative), and s, d or
p to indicate singular, dual or plural.

»  For adjectives and pronouns, write first a, followed by the
indications, as for nouns, of gender (skipping this for pronouns
unmarked for gender), case and number

»  Forverbs, in one column indicate the class (') and voice.

Relation
»  Asweread from the above, this attribute gives the relationship
between the different words coming in a sentence.
Rulebase for Sanskrit
»  Samjna Sutra

It assigns attributes to the input string thereby creating an environment
for certain sutras to get triggered.

>  Adhikara Sutras

It assign necessary condition to the sutras for getting triggered (<)
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>  Paribhasha Sutras

It takes decision and help us in resolving a conflicts and deadlock
conditions . It also provides a meta language for interpreting other sutras.

The input for our system is the karaka level analysis of the nominal stem
and the output is the final form after traversing through the whole Astadhyayi

Algorithm for Sanskrit Parser

The parser takes as input a Sanskrit sentence and using the Sanskrit
Rule base from the DFA Analyzer, analyzes each word of the sentence and
returns the base form of each word along with their attributes. This information
is analyzed to get relations among the words in the sentence using If Then rules
and then output a complete dependency parse. The parser incorporates Panini
framework of dependency structure. Due to rich case endings of Sanskrit
words, we are using morphological analyzer. To demonstrate the Morphological
Analyzer that we have designed for subsequent Sanskrit sentence parsing, the
following resources are built:

»  Nominal rule database (contains entries for nouns and pronouns
declensions)

»  Verbrule database (contains entries for 10 classes of verbs)
»  Particle database (contains word entries)

Now using these resources, the morphological analyzer, which parses
the complete sentences of the text is designed.

Morphological Analysis

In this step, the Sanskrit sentence is taken as in put in Devanagari format
and converted into ISCII format. Each word is then analyzed using the DFA.
Following along any path from start to final of this DFA tree returns us the root
word of the word that we wish to analyze, along with its attributes. While
evaluating the Sanskrit words in the sentence, we have followed these steps
for computation:

»  First, aleft-right parsing to separate out the words in the sentence
is done.

»  Second, each word is checked against the Sanskrit rules base
represented by the DFA trees in the following precedence order:
Each word is checked first against the avavya database, next in
pronoun, then verb and lastly in the noun tree.
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Conclusion

In this paper, we tried to describe the reasons to support Sanskrit as a

language for Natural Language Processing as compared to other languages
because of it vast and intelligent grammar and various properties such as

> Words describing the properties rather than objects.

> Special attention to dual case.

> Extensive use of vibhaktis.

> Support for high inflection and,

> Extremely refined pronunciation of each and every word.

Using Sanskrit preferentially for research and development should be

explored, rather than making use of a foreign language adding fame to the

Indian heritage.
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R.K. Narayan’s Swami and Friends : A Study of
Indian Culture and Tradition

—Dr. Ashok Joshi

Govt P.G. College New Tehri
Tehri Garhwal (Uttarakhand)

R.K. Narayan’s novels are expressive of a cultural and traditional
disintegration in all forms of social intercourse, and also of the consequential
feelings of restiveness and discontentment. While Malgudi, the microcosm of
Indian Society, remains by the large blissfully immersed in the old cultural values.
Narayan’s first novel Swami and Friends, artistically present a clash between
Indian culture and tradition. Through Swami and Friends, Narayan clearly
demonstrates how in the orthodox society of Malgudi, which is mainly inhabited
by the middle class people, tradition holds its sway over the individual
consciousness through the institutions of education, family and religion. In its
nineteen chapters the novel charts the various episodes in the life of
Swaminathan, a young school boy, who seeks his identity in the company of
friends like Mani, Rajam and Sankar. These urchins are daring and enterprising
lads who represent the youth power of Malgudi. They are all endowed with a
lively imagination and impress spontaneity. Unruftled by the oppressive influence
of orthodoxy and superstition they lead a life of unmixed joy and gaiety. The
novel depicts the ideals, aspirations and frustrations of the Malgudian youths
as their sensitive minds and hearts find themselves pitched against oppression,
injustice and exploitation at different stages. Things that fascinate the eye of
the Young. Enchant their souls and cast a spell on their vivid and expansive
imagination. Such inspiring things stir in them a desire to break the bonds of
habitual living and the new changes whip up their passion to embrace a life of
complete freedom.

In this novel, the paradox of tradition and culture is skillfully presented
through the description of the school life with its seriousness and severity and
the children’s deep repugnance for it, through the parents’ zeal to educate their
wards and the young ones’ natural aversion to learning. As a matter of fact, no
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father, despite the unhappy memories of his own school days, wants his child
to be absent from school. Narayan very humorously observes:

No adult ever speaks the truth about his school days,
partly Out of bad memory and partly out of diplomacy.
The man does Not want his child to take his schooling
casually. But the fact Remains that no child with red blood
inits veins could ever Think of its school with unqualified
enthusiasm. Itis no useAsking why it is so. Itis so and it
is to be accepted as an Inevitable fact. The Monday-
morning feeling is a solid reality. No adult experiences it
as keenly as a child.(41)

Narayan focuses on middle class family in the small town of Malgudi
and incorporates numerous features of a traditional living. Itis a patriarchal
society where the father’s influence is most meaningful and all-pervasive. The
Hindu father, being head of the family, has a moral duty to help his son settle
well in life. The father can hope for the safe continuity of traditions in future
only if his son is properly educated. The forebodings of a son’s failure in life
always haunt an over-indulgent father. All his efforts are directed to redeem
himself of his sacred parental debt (Pitri Rina). In Swami and Friends, swami’s
father, alawyer by profession and strict disciplinarian by nature, is an archetype
of all father-figures in Narayan’s novels. He has given “definite orders that
Swaminathan should not start loafing in the afternoon and that he should stay
at home and do school work™(23) even on holidays. Much to Swaminathan’s
displeasure, his fathers’s courts close for summer vacation in the second week
of may, and the father’s stay at home in the afternoons interferes in his ramblings
with Rajam and Mani.

But the well-meaning father inescapably meets much frustration when
his advice to his son falls flat on swami’s ears. Craving to enjoy an absolute
freedom, swaminathan has a natural dislike for the school campus. He considers
it the most unwanted place on earth.Freedom-loving Swami is inwardly drawn
to sports, cricket, friends and political hooliganism. The very sight of his teachers
repels him. He develops special hatred for the fired-eyed Vedanayagam, his
Arithmetic teacher who gives a very hard massage to his ears and soft flesh
when he fails to solve the Sums correctly. Much more abominable is the
behavior of Mr. Ebenezar, the fanatic scripture- master. Mr. Ebenezar carries
his prejudices against the Hindu religion to the class-room and uses derogatory
terms for the Indian gods. Thus, through Ebenezar, Narayan focuses our
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attention of the prevalence of narrow-mindedness, bigotry, intolerance and
orthodoxy in the name of religion in the town of Malgudi.

Unlike the orthodox parents and teachers, the younger generation is
deeply affected by new ideas and attitudes brought into wake by the Indian
renaissance. The spirit of arrogance and open defiance to authorities were the
cardinal characteristics of the mass movement for freedom. Swami and his
school mates are carried away by patriotic fervour, and in a mood of defiance
they give up the customary habits of discipline and obedience on 15" of August,
1930. The British Government arrests Gauri Shankar, a prominent political
worker of Bombay. As a result, students of Albert Mission school join the
procession with thousands of other citizens of Malgudi. They shout slogans
like “Gandhi ki Jai: Bharat Mata Ki Jai!,”(97) and indulge in hooliganism,”
howling, jeering and hooting.”(98) The students observe a Hartal at the school
gate and openly defy orders Form their Teachers :

The boys stood firm. The teachers, including D. Pillai,
triedAnd failed. After uttering a warning that the punishment
to Follow would be severe, the head master withdrew.
Thundering shouts of “Bharat Mata Ki Jai: Gandhi ki Jai
and ‘Gauri Shankar Ki Jai’ followed him....(97)

Through such incidents, Narayan exposes some of the deplorable
aspects of the existing educational system. The utter disregard for their teachers
by the school boys is largely due to some basic flaws in the system of education.
Indian education is hackneyed, orthodox and un-Indian in its character.
Conceived by the Britishers and implemented by the Indian elite, it is entirely
unsuited to the needs of Indian society. Indian schools with their inordinate
emphasis on study of the English language and literature and maintenance of
strict discipline have turned out to be veritable jails where the inmates go in
only to take lessons in mental and physical suffering. School education in India
suffers from many oddities- foremost of them being the dread of corporal
punishment, increasing load of text-books, bigotry of the Christian teachers,
sadistic devices of admissions and fear of examinations.(18) These unhealthy
practices have an adverse effect on the impressionable minds of the tiny school
children, and breed in them a natural aversion to educational institutions. At
times, it also results in an open defiance of teachers. When the school fails to
provide children with adequate facilities for games and sports, they indulge in
rowdysm and hooliganism. In order to ventilate their disgust for the school,
they give up their studies, defy orders of their teachers and even throw stones
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at window-panes.

Swami and friends offers an interesting study of the problem of growing
indiscipline an unruly behavior on school campus. Swami and his school-mates
are innocent boys who need constant guidance and patronage. The crude and
unpsychological methods of enforcing discipline through caning, chastising,
and flogging, cancelling attendance and imposing heavy fines, make the matters
worse. The day after the students’ ‘hartal’ is observed as a day of trial and
punishment. Boys have to pass through the Rigours of an inquiry and are made
to stand on benches. When they fail to give any convincing explanation for
their deliberate absence for the school on the previous day, they all take recourse
to flagrant lies and lame excuses. Not satisfied with caning and chastising, the
callous headmaster punishes them with suspension from the school. Like others,
Swaminathan too, is singled out and vigorously flogged for his violent acts.
Swami suffers both physically and mentally. The headmaster emerges as a
symbol of teachers’ inhuman cruelty when he threatens swami thus: “I will kill
you if you keep on staring without answering my question.” swami becomes
unconsciously defiant and takes a desperate decision to quit the school for
ever. Narayan remarks:

Every pore in Swaminathan’s body burnt with the touch of
the Can. He had a sudden flood of courage, the courage
that comes of desperation. He restrained the tears that were
threatening to Rush out, jumped down, and grasping his
books, rushed out Muttering, “I don’t care for your dirty
school. (106)

These incidents of open defiance disprove the soundness of orthodox
sayings like “spare the rod and spoil the child,” or “the unbeaten brat will
always remain unlearned,”(11)which are still prevalent in Indian
schools.Narayan’s protagonist may be critical of the cultural values and existing
moral order for the time being, yet his belief in tradition is quite deep. In the
moment of crisis he reverts to the old way of life with a renewed understanding.
In Swami and Friends young and inexperienced urchins are first presented as
equipped with a zeal for revolt. But when swami is left with only six pies to
support himself, he faces an acute shortage of money. In such critical moments
Swaminathan can think of no better shelter than Lord Rama. In the Pujaroom
he closes his eyes and mutters :

Oh,Sri Rama: thou hast slain Ravana though he had ten
Heads, can’t you give me six pies?.... it give you the six
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pies Now, when will you give me the hoop? I wish you
would tell Me what that herb is... Oh Rama: Give me six
pies and [ will Give up biting my thumb for a year...’(70)

Thus Narayan’s protagonist, despite his deep desire to realize his
personal ambitions, cannot afford to live in isolation for long. His disregard of
tradition, cultural values and established institutions is temporary. Having failed
in his mission, he returns to the old way of life with a better understanding. By
describing the frustration of swami’s escapade in quest of personal freedom,
Narayan seems to affirm his faith in the efficacy of traditional institutions over
individualistic tendencies.
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Bertolt Brecht’s approach to drama and theatre
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The Caucasian Chalk Circle

—Dr. Preetam Singh
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Bertolt Brecht is one of the outstanding figures of 20" century drama.
His drama is usually seen as promulgating Marxist or socialist ideology, and
the content of his drama substantiates his very vision and views which he
subscribed to. His concept of ‘epic theatre’ revolutionized the theatre by creating
radical breaks from traditional literary and theatrical form. Though the term
‘Epic theatre’ is considered as an exact designation for Brechtian theatre, but
Brecht in his later phase of career moved away from the term ‘epic’, and
prefer to change its denomination to ‘dialectic theatre’. Nonetheless according
to Ewen, “itis epic theatre that has remained associated with Brecht’s name,
and though there were before him, and were to be after him, many practitioners
of this type of theatre, consensus has been made that form Brecht’s own domain™
(199-200). Brecht drew this term ‘epic’ from Aristotle, “to define the narrative
form in which, according to Aristotle, it is possible to describe *“ a number of
simultaneous incidents,” and which are not bound by the organic structure of
tragedy as to unities” (Ewen 213). Willett states, the term ‘epic’ “is an Aristotelian
term for a form of narrative that is ‘not tied to time’, whereas a‘tragedy’ is
bound by the unities of time and place” (Willett 168).

The Caucasian Chalk Circle (1943-45).is Brecht’s last full-length play,
placed among the group of plays which he wrote during his six-year stay in the
United States. Its source of inspiration is traced back to an earlier play by
Klabund’sThe Chalk Circle. The play in itself is said to be based on a Li
Hsing-tao’s fourteenth-century Chinese play with the same name. Brechtrevised
the content of this already used story into a parable form and shifted its setting
to Soviet Georgia in time the near end of World War Second.

( 131 )
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The playopens in a village with a Prologue that deals with a dispute over
avalley. Two groups of peasants stake their claim a valley that was abandoned
during World War Second. One group used to live in the valley and herded
goats there. The other is from a neighboring valley and hopes to plant fruit
trees. Both had been driven from their settlements by the war, but are now
returning. A Delegate has been sent to arbitrate the dispute. The fruit growers
have elaborate plan to irrigate the valley and produce in plentitude a tremendous
amount of food. The goat-herders claim the land arguing that they have always
lived there. Their discussion is lively but peaceful. In the end, the fruit growers
get the valley because their irrigation scheme would provide water for both the
groups, and make the valley financially viable. The goat herders cheerfully
accept the logic and play is announced, to be performed by the fruit growers.
Itis called The Chalk Circle.

The Caucasian Chalk Circle is actually two stories that blend together
at the end. The play is narrated by singer and embarks on the first story of a
servant girl, Grusha, who rescues the Governor’s son when their city falls
under siege. The son, Michael, has been left behind, without as much as a
backward glance, by his fleeing mother. Grusha escapes, with Michael in her
arms, to the mountains where they live for over a year. Along this journey,
countless people and places come across, a number that would only take
place in epic theatre.

In truly epic fashion, the play then reverts to the beginning of the second
story and introduces a man, Azdak. By chance, this character becomes an
immoral and almost absurd judge in Gushan and Michael’s former city. The
paths of Grusha and Azdak cross when Grusha is called to the trial that will
determine who is to have the custody of Michael: his biological mother or the
servant girl Grusha who has cared for him the past years?Azdak’s ruling results
from the outcome of the Chalk Circle test. Grusha is awarded the child and
hence, though the law has succumbed, justice has prevailed.

The first scene titled ‘“The Struggle for the Valley’ acts like a prologue.
After a close analysis, the audience will find that the prologue is entirely of
leftist leaning in its message. Any capitalist society would argue that whoever
originally owned the land should get it, but Brecht instead argues that whoever
can best use the land should get it. He cleverly presents his ideas at the outset
of the play. The audience receives the moral of the play beforehand without
even having to watch it.In the play’s format the singer is placed centrally. He
presents the story directly to the audience. The singer narrates what is to occur
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at the commencement of each scene which subsides intense curiosity. For
instance, after the prologue, the singer starts the scene with a song:

Once upon a time

A time of bloodshed

When this city was called

The city of damned

It had a Governor.

His name was GeorgiAbashvili
Once upon a time.

He was very rich

He had a beautiful wife

He had a healthy child

Once upon a time.

No other governor in Grusinia

Had as many horses in his stable

As many beggars on his doorstep
As many soldiers in his service

As many petitioners in his courtyard
Once upon atime . .. (The CaucasianChalk Circle, sc. ii)

As the song ends, “Beggars and petitioners stream from a palace
gateway, holding up thin children, crutches, and petitions. They are followed
by two Ironshirts and then by the Governor’s family, elaborately dressed”
(Sc.1ii).

The Singer makes the audience familiar enough with the plot beforehand,
so as to refrain them from becoming emotionally involved. The format of
furnishing prior information via singer before narrative action recurs throughout
the play. Before any action the storyteller enters and starts singing again,
thereafter there are dialogues between Governor, his wife, the doctor and
some officers. Somebody comes with an important message, but the Governor
shows indifference towards him. In the intervening time, once again, the
storyteller enters and starts singing. Thus, within no time we have a variety of
songs which hiders the development of the story line. The device alienates the
spectator from emotional involvement. The audience is not transported
imaginatively and emotively to the fictional world of illusion of reality by inducing
‘empathy’, as is done in the Aristotelian illusionistic dramatic theatre. In The
Caucasian Chalk Circle, Brecht was clear about the role of the singer:

[The play] uses the fiction that the singer stages the whole thing, i.e. he
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arrives without actors, the scenes are just representations of the main episodes
of his story. Nonetheless, the actor must act as if he were the director of a
company: he strikes the floor with a little hammer before entrances, making it
clear that at certain points he is supervising the proceedings, watching for his
next cue, etc. This is necessary to avoid the intoxicating effects of illusion.
(Unwin 230)

Brecht’s techniques of projecting messages of what will happen in the
proceeding scenes often make his complicated plots less confusing. In this
play, before the assassination of the Governor, the singer provides the narration
by these lines:

Then the Governor returned to his palace

Then the fortress was a trap

Then the goose was plucked and roasted

Then the goose was no longer eaten

Then noon was no longer the hour to eat

Then the noon was the hour to die. (The Caucasian Chalk Circle, sc.
ii)

Brecht’s fore informs audience about the forth coming action of the play
in order to cast off the element of suspense (arousing curiosity about the events
to come) they are thereby detached from the aesthetic tension. After the
execution of the Governor and escape of his wife, Grusha picks up the child
and instantly quits the place. This looks like an act of charity, as she places
value on human life, unlike the other people who advise her to give up Michael.
Brecht points out to the audience that they should not be seduced by how
good Grusha appears to be. In reality she is a thief:

She does what the singer says as he describes it.
Like booty she took it for herself
Like a thief she sneaked away. (Sc. iii)

The matter is left open to the audience to decide by themselves, whether
Grusha s a thief and liable to be punished or whether she is the real hero who
should be rewarded for keeping the child safe from the hands of ransacking
soldiers.Grusha suffers hardships because of the additional burden of the child
rearing. In an effort to give the child status, she marries a peasant who feigns
mortal illness to escape the military. However before her flight, she and a
soldier had plighted their troth. When the disturbance is over, the soldier returns,
finds her with the boy, and, misunderstanding the situation, leaves her. The
play defines her social morality. Grusha, “brings her social morality into play
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and makes the child her own through her own privations and sacrifices” (Unwin
227). But Brecht describes her as a ‘sucker’ (he used the American phrase)
and that, “the more she does to save the child’s life, the more she endangers
her own” (Ibid.). Thus, the audience is made aware of the point that she illegally
appropriates the child; therefore all her acts are self-contradictory and suicidal.

The second major episode of the play deals with the tramp Azdak who,
“at the outbreak of the upheavals had hidden an escaping Grand Duke, and in
the midst of the hurly-burly is appointed local judge. His fantastic decisions
and verdicts are all topsy-turvy. He takes from the rich and gives to the poor”
(Ewen 412). Strangely, enough, in the characterization of the figure of Azdak,
the decrepit judge, Brecht has to encounter so much difficulty. He remarks on
the issue:

The problem of how to construct the figure of Azdak helps me up for
two weeks until I realized the social reason for his behavior. At first all I had
was his disgraceful handling of the law, under which the poor came off well. I
knew I couldn’t just show that the law as it exists has to be bent if justice is to
be done, but I realize I had to show how, with a truly careless, ignorant,
downright bad judge, things can turn out all right for those who are actually in
need of justice. That is why Azdak has to have those selfish, amoral, parasitic
features, and be the lowest and most decrepit of judges. (Unwin 227)

As areaction against contemporary social system, Brecht’s plays, so
often articulate anger towards the immoralities of the society. In The Caucasian
Chalk Circle, the Ironshirt, while watching Azdak to be a judge, says, “The
judge was always arascal. Now the rascal shall be the judge” (The Caucasian
Chalk Circle, sc. v).

Brecht’s foremost concern is to purify the society, and make the audience
aware of the malicious surroundings. Consequently didacticism consciously or
unconsciously seeps into his drama. There we have Azdak who sits in judgement
on Grusha, the Governor’s wife and the child. He hits upon the device of the
chalk circle. Through this apparently funny device he reaches the truth. He
allots the child to Grusha. Similar through another funny trick, he divorces her
from her husband, and enables her to retain her fiancé, Simon Chachava, as
well as the child. Never-the-less, the judgment he announces proves favourable
to Grusha not because he is a judge, good or wise, but because he is drunk
and corrupt. Brecht points out to the audience that, “in a corrupt world the
poor only stand a chance of receiving justice if it is being dispensed by a
corrupt judge” (Unwin 227)
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The singer sums up the meaning of the story to the audience:

But you, who have listened to the story of the Chalk Circle

Take note of the meaning of ancient song:

That what there is shall belong to those who are good for it, thus

The children to the maternal, that they thrive;

The carriages to good drivers, that they are driven well;

And the valley to the waterers, that it shall bear fruit. (The Caucasian
Chalk Circle, sc. vi)

Thus, Brecht manages to construct the climax on the sound point of the
play: the child should be given to the person who will protect it, just as the
valley should be owned by those who can best look after it.Brecht has
characterized the figure of Grusha and Azdak in such a way, that the audiences
do not wish to identify with. Grusha’s salvation of Michael is not a maternal
and noble act, but more of a disheartened resignation. The period of Azdak’s
life as a judge, was not a time of complete justice. Both Azdak and Grusha
have been so much ‘estranged’ from us as to be able to accept them as models
or heroes to emulate.
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Communist Disillusionment in
The Golden Notebook of Doris Lessing

—Dr. Laxmi R. Chauhan

When Lessing was in her real communist phase, she and the people
around her really believed that something like 10 years after the World War-
I1, the world would be Communist and perfect. Secondly, they believed that
there was no way to paradise but by revolution. Doris Lessing and her comrades
despised anyone who did not believe in revolution- that is with a few exceptions.
They were united with each other by superiority of character, because they
were revolutionaries and good. Their opponents (capitalist) were considered
bad. People who did not believe in socialism were not credited with good
intentions. According to Lessing, ‘so strong is this need to believe ourselves
better that, as recently as 1992, after all the storms of murder, torture, deliberate
genocide committed by communists, a female red reproached me with ; ¢
How can you turn your back on the truth ? I thought you were a good person’.
(UMS 281) Faith has always been broken excruciatingly. At one point of time
or other every communist, it seemed had to undergo this trauma of breaking
faith. We stick to same belief with full dedication and are always obsessed
with the idea that come to our mind regarding it, and finally one fine morning
we wake to find that what we had been following for years was nothing but
sham, a gimmick, a propaganda that had its baseless followers for centuries!
How many of us, in this case, would be able to be sensible and logical about
what we had been saying for so long. There will be a void created in our mind
and soul’s soul that will leave us empty with nothing, nothing at all to say, to
prove, to follow! Everything would appear ‘to be cracking’ as Anna Wulf
say’s in The Golden Notebook. The loss of faith it seems, was faced by every
communist, in almost every part of the world. Communist believed that they
were a part of a family that covered the world. It was considered that a
communist can arrive anywhere and at once be at home as they shared the
same social value. They were united by their ethics and integrities.

Moreover, acommunist was believed to be always better than everyone
else, work harder, study more, look after people, and always be ready to do
the dirty work, both as a human responsibility and to attract people into the
communist party, which would have personified all the best qualities of
humankind.

( 137 )
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This phrase ‘the withering away of the state’, together with ‘the
contradiction of capitalism’, were by far the most common source of sardonic
jokes with which the communist comrades everywhere indicated they were
not lost to sanity. “Most important, in this ideology the livings were to be
sacrificed for the unborn. The livings were objects, like Mortar and bricks,
lumber and nails, to be used, manipulated, piled on each other, to create the
new social structure. Personal interest and desires, pain and pleasures were of
little moment, insignificant in the light of new world to be created.”(Hellen and
Nekrich) What was the belief that fueled Lessing and her dear comrades?
Well, they were the same as those of communists or near- communists
everywhere, not just the hectic fancies of a hotchpotch of young lunatics thrown
together by war in Africa. Anna in The Golden Notebook says that that they
believed everything will be good but at the core of the heart they knew it
won’t. “Three of Michael’s friends hanged in Prague....... Party should frame
and hang innocent people; and that these three had perhaps got themselves,
without meaning to, into ‘objectively’ anti-revolutionary position.” (GN 155)

According to Lessing the communist believed that there would never
again be nationalist wars or religious wars. Nationalism would become a thing
of the past. So was religion. A common thinking than prevailed that the world
would never have religious war or a nationalist war again.

“Communist took it for granted that when the working class- or the
blacks or any other disadvantaged people- took power, they would be inspired
by only the purest and most disinterested ideals of all the absurd thing we
believed this was probably the worst”. (US, 282)

The most powerful idea, the one that fortified all the others, taken for
granted, and even not discussed, was that capitalism was doomed, and had
been voted out by History itself. It was believed that the dreadful was the
creation of capitalism: capitalism brought war, socialism was characteristically
peaceful. Capitalism had generated the previous wars, the great Depressions
in Britain, Europe and America. The left club was formed by most of the
people who had seen the evil side of Capitalism in The Great Depression.
Capitalism was a killer and that was all that could have been said about it.

Anyone connected with business, of any kind was morally and ethically
inferior. ‘Businessman’ was a term of scorn; Lessing pictures Richard in The
Golden Notebook as crude and philistine barbarian. Lessing says that this
‘attitude was reinforced by the English aristocratic contempt for ‘trade’, which
had percolated down to levels far from its beginnings. Yet, ‘business’, trade,
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capitalism in short, was, in our canon, at times necessary and good. I do not
remember that we made any attempt to reconcile, or even discuss, these
‘contradiction.’ (US, 283)

The dogma was failing in more than one way. The ideas that had held
the communist for so long seemed withering away with the tide of time. The
proverbs ‘the other man’s pasture always appears greener’ but when we really
come close to it then we see the flaw in it. It can be said that a closer look of
anything is required to have better understanding of it. Many a times we get
carried away by the things which appear lovely from a distance but once we
are involved with it then we realize that this is not what we exactly were looking
for. Same can be said about any faith or religion. To what is the height of the
level of obsession from where we will return- but what if the idea fails us and
we have no limit of going ahead-obviously there will be break down and death?
Because for their whole life they have done nothing but believe what was
being said to them and ultimately these belief be-fails them. It appears as if
there is no cause for life. This transformation may sometimes take months and
years to come upon and sometimes it may bring the change overnight. Lessing
says that if a person takes on a faith-political or religious- surrendering
individuality in an inner act of submission to authority, then how long does it
take to regain emotional autonomy? There must be some psychological law
that determines this, which has nothing or little to do with reason, with the
natural lever of a person. Lessing said that in her case it took years to shed it
all, and shewas not committed with all of herself, as some people she knew
were.

According to Lessing many people have gone through the process, first
devout communist, then adjustments to various degrees of doubt, described
by Arthur Koestler as “coin dropping one by one out of your pocket’ (that,
coins equated with ideas), then sadness or depression, then loss of faith.(US,
284)

This can take a long time. But why does it? There are people-but that
goes with a certain kind of personality — who have sudden reverse conversion,
shedding communist ideas (perhaps the right word is emotions) over night
they are few. Most dawdled and drifted out of communism, out of ‘the party’.
For some people this was not painful. “It was not for me. What I suffered from
mostly was fear of epithets like ‘turn coat’ and ‘renegade’ —a powerful weapon
indeed. But I was never committed with all of myself to Communism. [ know
this by comparing myself with some who were. The tragic figures were those
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very poor boys and girls who found in communism a hope, a way of life, a
family, a university - a future’. (US, 284)

Some came from poor families of London’s East, and joined the
communist league. For them communism was everything that was best in life.
Some died. Some had serious breakdown. They were- not really —never the
same again. More influential in the long run than their entire attitude, some
defined and debated others implicit, was something persuasive that revolution,
which remained till the break of Soviet Union as an idea, as the great exemplar.
A generation, two, three, in the west, had observed an attitude towards the
Soviet Union which seemed able to survive any numbers of ‘revelations’.

A new formula was taking over the people in 1917that the writer must
write about social injustice. It became socialist realism. Lessing says, “Anyone
who had the misfortune to read through a lot of that stuff, which I did in London
early in the fifties for a Communist publisher, knows that socialist realism created
novels written in a language as dead as the books that are a product of academia.
Why? Writers know instinctively that a recipe for writing dead boos is to write
because you ought. This is because you are writing out of a different area of
your mind. (Lessing)

Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan often referred to as Soviet Union’s
‘Vietnam war’, led to increased public dissatisfaction with the communist regime.
‘Also, the Chernobyl disaster in 1986 added native force to Gorbachev’s
‘glasnost’ and ‘perestroika’, which eventually spiraled out of control and caused
the Soviet system to collapse’ This phenomenon, the long lasting, the pervasive
myth of the Soviet Union’s role as beacon to all humankind, can very well be
studied in the story of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and media attitudes to
1t.

Lessing’s Under My Skin is most direct of all her works. It reveals
almost everything that a historian or a scholar would want to know from the
author, about the time he/she has lived through. The level of communication is
at par with the best (so vivid) that the reader feels as if he/she is sitting face to
face with the writer, where she is opening every aspect of her life word by
word. One would despise oneself for missing a single word from this book.

For a brief time, Lessing imagined she could have the best of fate, when
she joined the Communist Party in Rhodesia, and again in London. She had
been inspired, she later wrote, by the idealism of the mid-20th century and by
being around people, who read everything, and who did not think it remarkable
to read.
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Even the central feature of The Golden Notebook is the changing course
of Anna’s political outlook which begins in Rhodesia. Her abhorrence of the
“color bar’—the racist policies of white European colonists towards blacks—
in southern Africa and her observations of the poverty of the workers steered
her towards Communism. As it turns out, the British Communists with whom
she associates are a muddled and disorganized group, inveterate liars and
prevaricators with utopian delusions; but Anna’s eventual decision to leave
them arises more from her disenchantment with their attitude that art should be
used only for political purposes and not to express personal ideas or emotions.
This is anathema to a creative writer such as Anna, as it should be; The Golden
Notebook is Lessing’s defiant response to that dictum.

The Golden Notebook is also a product of Lessing’s disillusionment
with Communism. She confronts the splintering of humanism into a plethora of
competing discourse.Lessing portrays the individual either as an isolated
monarch unable to relate to others or as a social being that lacks uniqueness.’
(Dominic)

Both the portrayal tries to balance the problem faced by the writers.
Lessing repeatedly claimed that The Golden Notebook's structure and themes
were meant to comment on the impossibility of telling the truth in realism.
There is direct effect of loss of faith in the novel. Anna bemoans the party’s
decision to view its intellectuals as enemy and to excute them. The whole tone
of the section is reflective of the atmosphere in the communist circle in the late
fifties when thousands of party workers were hanged as ‘traitor to communism.’
(Celine)

Majorty of the party members were dissatisfied and were disillusioned
by the activities of the party, but most of them remained impassive to respond.

The novel exhibits three conflicts: the loss of faith in Communism, the
alienation of the individual from herself and from others, and the problem of
the writing in the post war period. “The collapse of the world ethics has cut the
ground from beneath her feet. The Golden Notebook is in fact an account of
its central protagonists’ realization that truth and fiction are not polar opposites
and that although art cannot reflect reality, it can evoke it.” (Dominic)Lessing
in her autobiography says, “I was a Communist for perhaps two years, in
Southern Rhodesia, from 1942 to 1944, but whether this is organizationally
true is debatable. I joined the Communist Party in, I think, 1951, in London,
for reasons which I still don’t fully understand, but did not go to meeting and
was already a ‘dissident’, though the word had not been invented.” (UMS,
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275)This probably gives us enough clues that she was disillusioned with the
party before she joined as a Communist member in London.

“There are certain types of people who are political out of a kind of
religious reason. I think it’s fairly common among socialists: They are, in fact,
God-seekers, looking for the kingdom of God on earth. A lot of religious
reformers have been like that, too. It’s the same psychological set, trying to
abolish the present in favor of some better future - always taking it for granted
that there is a better future. If you don’t believe in heaven, then you believe in
socialism. When I was in my real Communist phase, I and the people around
me really believed - but, of course, this makes us certifiable - that something
like 10 years after World War II, the world would be Communist and perfect.”
(Hazelton)

Lessing in her autobiography says, ‘now a different and deadly disbelief
afflicts us: we are not intelligent enough-the human race-to make a new world
or even prevents the old one from being destroyed. This is a continuation of
that old cynicism, the ‘what can you expect?” which was the other side of our
unashamedly naive dreams....” (UMS, 313)
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Omprakash Valmiki’s Joothan : A Cultural Study of
a Dalit’s Life

—Dr. Dhanesh M. Bartwal*

THDC Institute of Hydropower
Engineering and Technology, Tehri Garhwal

The objective of every literature is not only to highlight the social issues
but to upgrade the condition of society through the awakening of consciousness.
Every piece of literature is based on a certain social issue from the contemporary
society which assists human beings’ conscience to eradicate the evils of society,
and create a healthy environment for everyone to get a quality life with some
hope and aspiration. The legendary creations of literature with a unique aspect
leave a deep impact in the minds of the people for a long time. Indian literature,
like other country’s literature, is also having such type of authors who create
creations in their respective vernacular languages and attract the perception of
every class reader through the opted aspect for their writings. Some prominent
Indian literary writers, like Bankim Chandra got fame for his romances in the
imagination of Scott; Rabindranath Tagore wrote about upper-class gentry of
Bengal; Sarat Chandra for middle-class life; and Munshi Premchand presented
the condition of Indian peasants and humble workers. They selected their
mother tongue as the medium of expression for their writings. These writers
attract worldwide attention after translating their writings into other languages.

Dalit literature, which has come in shape at the very first Dalit literature
conference accomplished in Bombay in 1958, is one the most important literary
movement in the history of Indian literature which had emerged after the
independence of India with the aim to promote the spirit of equality, and try to
merge those weakest sections of the society with the main stream of society
from where they could get their rights and honours. It got worldwide recognition
after establishing an organisation of ‘Dalit Panthers’, which was influenced by
“Black Panthers who were engaged in a militant struggle for African-Americans’
rights in the United States of America” (Mukherjee, xii), by the Marathi writers
cum activists in 1972. Like ‘Black Panthers’, the aim of this literary movement
was to protect the rights of human being and condemn any kind of exploitation
and discrimination which is deliberately imposed on the weakest section of
society on the basis of class, caste, race, sex, and occupation by the higher
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authority. The term ‘Dalit’is derived from ‘Sanskrit’ language word ‘dal’ which
means to be crushed, grinned, oppressed as well as destroyed, and it is used
for such kind of sections of the Indian society which are in the margin of the
social stratifications. These people are known as Schedule Castes, Schedule
Tribes, and Other Backward Classes in modern Indian administrative
perspective. The formation of the term Dalit can be easily understood by the
complex Vedantist kind of caste system that divides the Hindu society into
four categories, Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, and Shudra, on the basis of
castes. These four categories are further divided into numeral sections based
on jati, upjati or cased based schism. Following sukta or verse of Rig Veda
describes the supremacy and birth of a particular caste:

Brahmanoasya mukhmansit,

Bahu Rajnyah kritah,

Uru tadasyayad Vaishyah,

Padabhyam shudroajayat. (Prasad and Gaijan, 01)

The meaning of above sukta discloses that the Lord Brahma finds a
distinctive place in Hindu society according to Hindu mythologies because He
is considered as the Lord of creation, and the whole lively as well as this
charismatic world is the outcome of His creation. The sukta, moreover,depicts
that a particular caste has been originated from a specific body part of the
Lord as Brahmins were born from the face, Kshatriya from the arms, Vaishya
from the thighs, and Shudra from the feet of the Lord. In the hierarchical caste
structure, Brahmins find the first place who is “performers of rituals and keepers
of sacred texts, the Vedas, the Smritis and the Puranas”, second place for
Kshatriya who is “rulers and warriors, patronized the Brahmins and
commissioned the rituals, including the yagna rituals of animal sacrifices and
gifts to Brahmins”, the Vaishyas gets third place who is “the cultivators and
traders”, and the last place, fourth, for the Shudras who is “servitors and
performers of menial tasks™ (Mukherjee, xv) like sweeping the streets, disposing
the dead animal carcasses, and removing the human excreta. This caste always
has been victimised by the anger and fury of the three higher castes, and do
not have the privilege to perform ritual works. The behaviour of higher castes
becomes worse for the lowest jatis and upjatis.

The lowest caste category Shudras, its jati and upjati,has been subjected
to extreme injustice, inhumanity, humiliation, exploitation and myriad sufferings
since the stratification of Hindu society into numerous sections and sub-sections.
The movement of Dalit literature has been started by those literary writers
who belong to the lowest caste of society and witness of the time immemorial
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victimisation since their childhood. This movement condemns to that social
system which is merely based on the hollowness of the caste and snatches
away the basic right, to live liberated, from the lowest caste of society. The
chief motive of this movement is to protrude these people from their suppressed
plight and give a loud voice to them to break their voiceless Dalit position so
that they can breathe the fresh air in social, political and cultural environment.
Eminent Dalit short story author Baburao Bagul exhibits the worth of Dalit
literature, “Dalit literature is not a literature of Vengeance. Dalit Sahitya is not
a literature which spreads hatred. Dalit Sahitya first promotes man’s greatness
and man’s freedom and for that reason it is an historic necessity.” (Bagul, 56-
57)

There are number of writers in dalit literature who portray the affliction
and struggle of untouchables with the different hues of sympathy and humanity.
N.S. Suryavanshi’s Things I Never Imagined (1975), Daya Pawar’s Baluta
(1978), Narendra Jadhav’s Qurcaste: A Memoir (2003), Bama’s Karukku
(1992), Vasant Moon’s Growing up Untouchable in India (2001),
Sharankumar Limbale’s The Outcaste (2003), Omprakash Valmiki’s Joothan:
A Dalit’s Life (2003), Aravind Malagatti’s Government Brahmana (2007),
Baby Kamble’s Prison We Broke (2008), and Urmila Pawar’s The Weave
of My Life (2008) are the best examples of prominent writers with their notable
dalit autobiographies which reveal the pain and frustration of untouchables
and shakes the consciousness of every class and caste reader through the
torments of untouchables which they are facing since their birth. The aim of
present paper is to trace experiences of Omprakash Valmiki (June 30, 1950-
November 17, 2013), a dalit writer, through his celebrated autobiography
Joothan: A Dalit’s Life, translated from Hindi to English by Arun Prabha
Mukherjee,and make an effort to search the impact of dalit caste in his life, the
social injustices, and his own consistent efforts to make his individual identity
in the modern world.

Omprakash Valmiki’s Joothan: A Dalit’s Life, considered as a milestone
in Dalit literature, is an account of his unpleasant experiences, tyrannies and
struggles which he faces from his birth to nurturing, from every phase and
place of his life which make him realise his untouchable or dalit identity. He
randomly paints his life’s experiences in the autobiography which are connected
to each other through the dalit’s sensibility and its consciousness. The term
‘Joothan’, literary meaning is scraps left in its master’s plate after taking his
meal destined for garbage or for the pets, reveals the deplorable condition of
dalit caste whose life is based on the mercy of higher caste people and has
been compelled to accept joothan for their livelihood for previous centuries.
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The author’s detailed illustrations regarding collecting, preserving and eating
Jjoothan highlight the starving condition of Bhangi community. Martin Macwan
has divided it into three classes, the first is “a food that which is fresh and not
half-eaten; second that which is fresh but spoiled by eating, especially children’s
leftover; and third, stale food left from prepared earlier in the day.” (Franco,
261) The very autobiography of Valmiki not only exhibits his painful social
discrimination experiences in different parts of India like Barla, Dehradun,
Ambernath, and Chandrapur in Maharashtra but it highlights the unheard voice
of whole dalit caste who faces a lot of exploitation, humiliation and oppression
in every step of life due to the hegemonic power.

The autobiography opens with Valmiki’s compassionate explanation
about the poor social condition of his Chuhra community, through the filthy,
unhygienic and not properly ventilated atmosphere of the residing colony. The
locations of muddy houses of his community are “not only apart from the
upper caste Hindu settlement; they are actually outside the boundary of the
village.” (Limbale, 2) The unhealthy and decaying odour, due to going out for
latrine in the open space by the inhabiting people of the colony, the roaming of
pets in filthy lanes, poor drainage and heap of animals’ dung, makes the
atmosphere of the colony unhygienic and germ-infested which leads life taking
diseases in the colony. Valmiki writes about it, “There was much strewn
everywhere. The stench was so overpowering that one would choke within a
minute. The pigs wandering in a narrow lane, naked children, dogs, daily fights,
this was the environment of my childhood.” (Joothan, O1)

Constitution of India gives the right to equality to every citizen of India
through which every citizen, in any religion, caste and class, is equal and
everyone has the equal rights. Even it opens the door of free and quality education
for every child. But dalit children are restricted to get admission in school and
somehow, if they get admission, they face different types of discrimination in
their school through the domination of higher caste. Valmiki exhibits the hardships
of his community for getting admission in the school through his sufferings.
Valmiki’s illiterate father, Chotan, wished to facilitate his son with proper
education because the family of the writer believed that education is the only
medium through which his caste could be improved and rehabilitated. Valmiki
gets the admission in a school after the frequent visits and requests of his
father, and with the help of Master Har Phool Singh. But instead of learning,
Valmiki faces a lot of discriminations there. He used to “sit away from the
other in the class, that too on the floor’” and sometimes he “would have to sit
away behind everybody, right near the door. And the letters on the board from
there seemed faded.” (Joothan, 2-3) He had to wait for other person’s, who
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belonged to higher caste, mercy for getting water to quenched his thirst because
he had not have privilege to take water directly from the pot and other sources.
Valmiki further explains the account of discrimination when he was forced by
his teacher to sweep the school and its huge compartment instead of attending
the classes which he was doing for three days until he was caught by his father.
Itis not an easy task for a dalit to raise his voice against any injustice in the
chauvinistic society of higher castes. But the writer’s father takes a bold step
against the discrimination which his son was enduring in the school. Valmiki
gets influenced by his father’s intrepid action and remembers it rest of his life,
as alesson, that not to give up in front of any difficulties and fearlessly raise the
voice against every injustice and discrimination. He displays his father’s fury
against this injustice,

Pitaji snatched the broom from my hand and threw it away. His eyes
were blazing. Pitaji who was always taut as a bowstring in front of others was
so angry that his dense moustache was fluttering. He began to scream, “Who
is the teacher, that progeny of Dronacharya, who forces my son to sweep?’(6)

The writer depicts another exemplary action of boldness of his mother
in abig function of the village. This episode is directly related to the title of the
autobiography, and left a deep impact on child Valmiki’s mind. There was an
awkward custom in the Writer’s village, Barla, in which the people of Chuhra
community used to render their manual services in any big functions or rituals
like marriage, and in lieu of these they received the remaining joothan from
the plates of the guests in their respective baskets as a reward of their services.
They did not have the privilege to get the fresh food directly from the kitchen.
Once in a function Valmiki’s mother asked the head of the family, Mr. Sukhdev
Singh Tyagi, to get some more food for her hungry children but he said in
abusive words, “You are taking a basketful of joothan. And on the top of that
you want food for your children. Don’t forget your place, Chuhri. Pick up
your basket and get going.” (11) These words pierced Valmiki’s heart like a
sharp dart, and made him annoyed till the last breath of his life. Like a lioness
his mother made vacant her basket in front of Sukhdev Singh Tyagi and roared
in her rage, “Pick it up and put it inside your home. Feed to the baratis
tomorrow morning.” (11) She left the door of Sukhdev Singh Tyagi in her full
pace and never turned up again in her life. This action is the outcome of
suppressed revolt of Chuhras’ against Tyagi’s hegemonic power which exploits
and humiliates them in every step of life.

Apart from these people, who did not miss a chance to humiliate,
physically and mentally to Valmiki, there were some people who always tried
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to motivate him and appreciate his works and qualities. The writer recalls
through his past memories how his pals like Sukkhan Singh, Shravankumar
Sharma, and Chandrapal Verma, from the hegemonic group, augmented his
crushed moral as well as gave soothing to his wrenched emotions. Valmiki
became monitor of the class when he got first rank in his section in the half-
yearly examinations and his seat got shifted from the last row to the first row.
This act increased his confidence and helped him to summon his energy in the
pessimistic milieu. But there were some teachers like Omdutta Tyagi, Narendra
Kumar Tyagi, Brijpal Singh, who were not supposed to be a teacher despite
of their formal credentials and qualifications, and treated him badly for his
small errors and never gave credit to him for his excellent performance so that
he “would run away from the school” (3) and perform the menial jobs which
his caste is doing for time immemorial. They kept out Valmiki from
extracurricular activities of the school. Due to dirty intention of his own teacher
he could not pass twelfth standard practical examination. He further recollects
the difficulties of Chuhras, “During the examinations we could not drink water
from the glass when thirsty. To drink water, we had to cup our hands. The

peon would pour water from way high up, least our hands touch the glass.”
(16)

The author portrays the condition of hunger and hopelessness of his
caste in the autobiography through the example of his family. It used to happen
several times in the author’s house when no one could be able to get the food
for satisfying his hunger. Valmiki’s mother boiled the begged small amount of
rice in a big pot with mere water. Once the rice had boiled mother gave mar
or rice water to the children for drink. This is the expression of extreme poverty
and starvation that the children like mar more than milk because perhaps they
have not got milk in their life and the value of mar was more than cow’s milk
for them. This situation became worst in the rainy season because people did
not get labour in the agriculture, home and other sectors for earning the wages.
Valmiki paints the gloomy picture of his colony during this season as,

The lanes filled up with mud, making walking very difficult. The mud
was full of pig’s excrement, which would begin to stink after that rain stopped.
Flies and mosquitoes thrived like clouds of locusts. It became extremely difficult
to go outside. Our arms and legs would get smeared with dirt. The feet became
mangy. The space between the toes filled up with reddish sores. Once these
sores started to itch, they would itch non-stop. (19)

The restlessness of the author regarding the poverty and his helplessness
to get rid of this position reflects through his attentiveness in the lesson of
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Dronacharya which was narrated by a teacher in eighth standard. The
description was written by Vyasa in the epic Mahabharata based on
Dronacharya’s utmost poor condition who was not able to get milk and,
therefore, used to dissolved water in the floor in order to feed his hungry son
Ashwatthama. Valmiki was empathising with the poverty of Dronacharya during
the description because he found no difference between the condition of the
character and his own. In this regard he inquired to the teacher, “So
Ashwatthama was given flour mixed in water instead of milk, but what about
us who had to drink mar? How come we were never mentioned in any epic?
Why didn’t an epic poet ever write a word on our lives?” (23) These questions
exhibited the consciousness of the author for the subject of equality. Instead of
the answer, the teacher shouted, “Darkest Kaliyug has desended upon us so
that an untouchable is daring to talk back ........ Chuhre ke, you dare compare
yourself with Dronacharya...... Here, take this, I will write an epic on your
body.” (23) The teacher’s inscribed epic through teak stick is still existed on
the back of the writer which reminds him the feudalistic psyche of hegemonic
power and frustration of hunger and hopelessness. The above incident reveals
that Dalit does not find any place in the society as well as in the literature. And
this discrimination neither finds place in any epic, sacred books nor any
distinguished author present it through his creation.

There was an ironic post-marriage tradition in the Chuhra community
in which bride and bridegroom had to move around from door to door to do
Salaam or saluting in order to show their respect to dominant group and
receive some gift like old clothes, vessels, grain, pulses and sometimes cash
from them. But quite often newly married couple received abusive words like,
“The stomachs of these Chuhras are never filled” (31) in place of the gift.
Marriage is an auspicious ritual in every religion because it unfolds a new
inning of life. It looks very awkward that the couple who should have begun
their life with best wishes and benediction form the elders, get the gift of
humiliation and embarrassment from the society. This act leads to a matter of
great insult and mortification in the respect of a bride who has left her home
with the expectations of new life and moves around door to door for salaam,
and become the victim of anger and disregard of higher groups. Valmiki shows
his agony against the tradition, “Itis caste pride that is behind this centuries-
old custom. The deep chasm that divides the society is made even deeper by
this custom. Itis a conspiracy to trap us in the whirlpool of inferiority.” (33)
This conspiracy has made by the higher group of society who has wanted to
dominate the lowest group just for to expose their sovereignty over them. The
author persuades his father not to pursue such kind of old tradition which
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makes his community down. He breaks the fetters of this reprehensible tradition
of salaam in his brother’s wedding and desist his brother-in-law to follow it.
He argues in this regard, “The bridegroom goes from door-to-door at his own
wedding. Itis awful. The bridegrooms of the higher castes don’t have to do
that...This bride will also go door-to-go after she arrives in Barla...” (32)

The author shifts from his native place to Dehradun for pursuing his XII
standard. His lowest caste and failed certificate in XII standard examinations
from Tyagi Inter College, Barla create hindrance to get admissionin D.A.V.
Inter College, Dehradun. After doing continuous visits, somehow, he gets
admission in the college but he faces once again the castigation based on his
caste and poverty which he had faced in his village. The students’ comments
on his dress which was neither properly tailored nor according to the fancy life
of acity college led him in the gloominess of inferiority. He recalls the moment
of frustration, “Many a time I felt that I wouldn’t be able to complete my
education. My Self-confidence had been badly shaken by my failure. I felt that
life had nothing left for me.” (67-68) But he summons his energy and gives
direction it to the constructive way. He indulges himself in the studies which
helped him to transform his feeble personality completely. He used to go to the
library of Indresh Nagar, where he inhabited, and studied the literature of
eminent authors. Chandrika Prasad Jigyasu’s Dr. Ambedkar: A Biography
and some other books on Dr. Amdedkar’s life awakened his restless
consciousness against fundamentalist Hindus and their narrow-mindedness.
He acknowledges, “The deeper I was getting into this literature, the more
articulate my rage became. I began to debate with my college friends, and put
my doubts before my teachers. It was this literature that had given me courage.”
(72-73)

Valmiki joined Ordinance Factory Dehradun as an apprentice for making
his identity and get rid of financial crisis. After completing one year training
there, he further got selected for Ordinance Factory Training Institute, Khamaria
in Jabalpur and stayed there for almost two years. In this place he came into
contact with the students who were “deeply interested in contemporary issues
and constantly argued about them” (85), and formed a theatre group after
getting influenced by Marxist learning. He said about the Jabalpur, “Jabalpur
changed me. My speech patterns changed. My manners also changed..... I
took part in seminars and cultural functions..... I also began to develop my
own views on literature. I was more attracted to social realism than to aestheticist
and formalist types of writings.” (85) From here he got selected in Ordinance
Factory Training Institute Ambernath. He was pleased to see the scenic beauty
of hostel which was situated the fascinating foot of Ambernath hill. The institute
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had an enriched library having huge collection of classics, and Valmiki “read
Pasternak, Hemingway, Victor Hugo, Pierre Louis, Tolstoy, Pearl Buck,
Turgenev, Dostoevsky, Stevenson, Oscar Wilde, Romain Rolland and Emile
Zola” and “the entire works of Rabindranath Tagore and Kalidasa.” (87-88)
He acquainted here with the prominent writers of Marathi Dalit literature like
Daya Panwar, Namdev Dhasal, Raja Dhale, Gangadhar Pantavane, Baburao
Bagul, Keshav Meshram, Narayan Surve, Vaman Nimbalkar and Yashwant
Manohar who made him fascinated for Dalit literature and its sensibility. In
between all these things, he encountered with the practice of untouchability,
which was not expectable for him, in the metropolitan city like Bombay where
people predict themselves modern and broad minded about social evils but,
actually, they could not overcome from this practice. He reminds the incident,
regarding Professor Kamble who belonged to untouchable caste and got tea
in the different cup which did not resemble with others due to his caste, which
proved the author’s acceptations were wrong about the metropolitan cities’
life. It shows that merely the mode of treatment for untouchables has been
changed in different places but the condition has not change. He inscribes in
the autobiography,

My village was divided along lines of touchability and untouchability.
The situation was very bad in Dehradun and in Uttar Pradesh in general at this
time. When I saw well-educated people in a metropolitan city like Bombay
indulging in such behaviour, I felt a fountain of hot lava erupting within me. (95)

In his autobiography, Valmiki unfolds the memories of Chandrapur where
he was transferred from Ambernath. He involved in Dalit Panther Movement
and started a literary magazine named Him Jharna from here. He cites one
incident which took place in 1984 in Malkapur of Amrawati district and exposes
the dominance of Savarnas or upper caste. There was a chapter on Dr.
Ambedkar in the class seventh and all the students removed that from their
text book on the direction of a Brahmin teacher. The author wrote a poem
entitled Vidrup Chehra in order to show his protest against this act.

The autobiography is not only an account of social discrimination and
injustices experienced by Valmiki but it represents the pain and suffering of
whole untouchables or Dalit community. The author’s isolations, insults, ill-
treatment from society, humiliation, and an object of ridicule for the people of
upper castes in different places signify the alarming situation of lowest caste
and class who are bearing this disgrace since their birth. It is lucidly expressed
by the author that until the people recognised his caste they gave him sympathetic,
respectful, positive and normal treatment but, once they identified his caste
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their attitude suddenly got changed and they detached themselves from him.
Like Valmiki there are so many Dalits who get encountered with such kind of
weird attitude of society in their life. The author’s efforts and optimistic attitude
help him to understand the reasons for deplorable condition of his caste as
well as the practice of untouchability. His fondness of books and literature
gave him strength to raise voice against discriminations and injustices. Through
his bitter experiences he wants to say that mere formation of the constitution is
not the solution of abolishing the practice of untouchability in the Indian society
but it is necessary to eradicate this practice from the psyche of every Indian’s
mind. This practice would be automatically vanished from the perspective of
Indian society if, once, it will wipe out from the mind, behaviour, actions and
attitude from every Indian. In this way every Indian, whichever caste and class
he or she belongs, will breathe in the fresh air of twenty first century, and no
one will be victim of any discriminations and injustices which would be based
on domination of any caste or class.
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